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Mark Golden
August 6th 1948–April 9th 2020

From the President / De la présidente

It is with deep sadness that I convey news of the loss of our Honorary President, Mark
Golden. Mark passed away peacefully at home on April 9, 2020 after a 17 month battle
with cancer. Through it all, Mark remained active in his role and continued to attend
council meetings and offer sage advice. No stranger to the CAC, Mark became a
member over 40 years ago. He first served on Council from 1988-1990 and was on the
editorial Board of Phoenix from 1997-2001. He undertook CAC lecture tours in 1990,
1994, and 2008, and was regularly in attendance at the annual conference, where we
all benefitted from his lively presentations, his engaging questions, and his generosity
as a colleague, teacher, and mentor. His scholarship transformed the study of ancient
history in Canada and beyond. Mark was an exceptional member of our community
and his loss will be deeply felt.

C'est avec grande tristesse que nous avons appris le décès de notre président
d'honneur, Mark Golden, le 9 avril 2020. Mark était membre de la Société depuis plus
de 40 ans. Il avait servi en tant que membre du conseil de 1988 à 1990 puis sur le
comité éditorial de Phoenix de 1997 à 2001. Il a été conférencier invité dans le cadre
des tournées de conférences de la Société en 1990, 1994 et 2008. Il a souvent assisté
au congrès annuel ; nombreux sont ceux qui se souviendront de ses communications
animées, de ses questions stimulantes et de sa générosité en tant que collègue,
professeur et mentor. Mark était un membre exceptionnel de notre communauté. Il
nous manquera profondément.

::::::::: ::::::: ::::: ::: : ::: ::::: ::::::: :::::::::

From / De Pauline Ripat

Mark pursued his BA, MA, and PhD at the University of Toronto, graduating with his
doctorate in 1981. After a two-year position at UBC (1980–1982), he joined the
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Department of Classics at the University of Winnipeg. He remained there until his
retirement in 2015, when the became a Professor Emeritus. Mark was a valued
member not only of the Department of Classics, but of the University community as a
whole thanks to his committee work, involvement in the union, and support of social
action. He was a renowned and esteemed member of the Canadian and international
Classics community.

As a scholar, Mark was best-known for his ground-breaking work in the areas of
ancient Greek childhood, Greek sport, and gender. No less prolific than innovative, he
authored four books and co-edited three more, published more than 50 articles and
book chapters, and reviewed more than 50 books. But Mark's interests extended far
beyond the field of Classics. Few were better read in literature of every stripe than
Mark, more up-to-date on current affairs, or more interested in the events of his friends'
and colleagues' lives. Mark was one who lived his political views, actively engaging in
community organizations seeking social justice both in Canada and abroad. He was an
inveterate supporter of Classics in Canada, and was, in his own words, so pleased and
honoured to be chosen as the Honorary President of the Classical Association of
Canada, a position he held for the last two years. (An additional detail in which many
will recognize Mark: having attempted without success to get the city of Winnipeg to
spell "Honorable" without the extraneous "u" in its street signs, he was especially
gratified that the CAC spells "Honorary" correctly.)

Mark always preferred to focus on others rather than on himself. In fact, he seemed to
know everyone. He had an extraordinary ability to recall names, faces, and
circumstances, and possessed an incredible gift for discovering shared interests,
which he recalled with unwavering constancy. Mark knew those whom he had not yet
had the pleasure of meeting in person by their work or by their colleagues; he knew
those whom he had met by their work and by details of their lives completely unrelated
to their professions. Many have received an email – or series of emails over the years
– whenever Mark came across reference to the sport, musician, author, or political
figure they happened to discuss during a session break fifteen years ago. Mark had, or
made, time for everyone. After being diagnosed with the cancer that would eventually
claim his life, he always skillfully directed conversation away from his illness, treating it
like a book which had a point but which he didn't like very much. Mark preferred to
focus on subjects he enjoyed, and continued to discuss them so insightfully and
humorously that it was often difficult to remember that he was ill.

Mark was the devoted and proud father of Max Golden, the delighted grandfather of
Owen Markus Golden, whose recent arrival was a particular source of pleasure to
Mark in his final weeks, and the fortunate partner of Jo-Anne Douglas, whose tireless
support of Mark throughout his illness is known to all who have been in contact with
Mark over the last seventeen months. Mark is a sorely missed colleague, friend, and
scholar, identities which he embodied in such equal measures that it is necessary to
list them alphabetically lest one appear to take precedence. Mark would have
undoubtedly objected to the length and detail of this notice, brief though it is in
comparison to the fullness of the life lived. In the economy of sentiment Mark
preferred, then: there was no one like Mark.
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Next regular issue   2020–04–15 / Prochaine livraison régulière   2020–04–15

Send submissions to ccb@cac-scec.ca
Pour nous faire parvenir vos soumissions: ccb@cac-scec.ca

Place the word SUBMISSION in the subject heading. Please send announcements in
an editable format (.doc, .docx, .rtf, .html). The editor typically does not allow

attachments; provide a link to posters, flyers, &c.

Écrivez le mot SOUMISSION sur la ligne "sujet". Veuillez envoyer les annonces dans
un format éditable (.doc, .docx, .rtf, .html). En général le rédacteur ne permet pas les

pièces jointes; insérez les liens à toutes affiches, circulaires, etc.
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